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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 359TH THEATER TACTICAL SIGNAL BRIGADE
BAGRAM AIRFIELD, AFGHANISTAN
APO, AE 09354

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

16 Nov 2001

To: Virgil Mauer and Members of College Hill Lutheran Church
2223 Qlive Street
Cedar Falls, lowa 50613

From: Chaplain Williams
3590 TTSB

BAF

APO AE 09354

Dear Virgil and members of College Hill Lutheran Church

It's Tuesday afternoon and it's the 16th of Nov! Yeah!!! Less than 135 days left to go in this home away from home. | received
your box of chocolate and goods the other day! | like to get thank you letters out the same day but have been swamped the last
couple of days. | believe | received your box on Saturday the 13 of Nov. | confess | ate the whole bag of chocolate covered
peanut brittle. Thanks so much for your gracious efforts o communicate to our Soldiers how blessed we are to have them serve
our great USA! They will enjoy, I'm sure.

My ministry here is always very busy helping Soldiers and proclaiming Christ and Him crucified. | will leave here shortly to teach
a class on depression and grieving to Soldiers who have come to a special 3 day resiliency program due to their high stress
level. The Army has finally realized that Soldiers need more coping skills taught to them as well as some group resiliency time to
help them understand that they are not the only ones who are dealing with stress and emotional pain.

Our unit is responsible for ensuring that all communication systems are at peak performance levels. Here at Bagram Air Field,
there are some 30,000 Soldiers and contractors. (Maybe more!) Thankfully, | am only responsible for a very small slice of them.
| have the privilege of doing a Wed night Lutheran Bible study that averages anywhere between 2 to 7 members. | also conduct
a Lutheran service every Sunday at 1pm which normally has between 12 and 20 members. Itis a real joy to bring the Good
News of Christ to them and to watch the HS put courage and joy in their hearts. | also have the privilege of doing a lot of
counseling that hopefully enables them to understand better God's faithful love and kindness.

The Taliban seem to be shutting down for the winter and actually, they seem, as of late, to be pummeled by our troops in the
southern part of Afghanistan. Our Soldiers and Marines are doing a great job in pushing back the enemy and leaving them
without supply lines. This causes to feel disoriented and hopeless. We want them shut down so that there is less chance of our
loved ones back home being negatively affected by their terrorist acts.

/
Sincere thanks, ( 2 \Y'
Chaplain (LTC) Gary Williams 7 /
gary.chester.williams@us.army.mil V4 y
gary.chester.williams@afghan.swa.army.mil (NIPR) v

Gal 2:20 "l live by faith in the Son of God WHO GAVE HIMSELF UP FOR ME!

LS
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